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The state of the world economy is certainly a troublesome topic.  It seems that every sector of society is struggling with change due to financial stress and questions of the future.  The solid waste business is not exempt from these challenges.

Recently we have watched several large paper recycling companies seek bankruptcy.  There have been mergers and positioning among the large disposal/hauling companies.  The markets for recycled materials have been poor.  

Consumers are buying less product therefore disposing of less trash.  The renewed effort to conserve natural resources has increased the emphasis on waste reduction and recycling.  The energy industry, wind and solar power manufacturers and contractors may be of the few categories of business visualizing a bright future.  Recycling saves energy, but remains unprofitable with some exception.   

Ohio’s solid waste management districts continue to pay the majority of costs associated with residential recycling opportunities.  The cost of providing recycling programs continues to increase while district revenue has decreased by 20-25%.  (District revenues are a fee collected at disposal sites.)  The RPHF Solid Waste Management District currently collects $2.00 per ton.
Imagine that your family or business is operating within your income, but you need all these resources to meet increasing obligations, needs and expenses.  Then income decreased by 20%.  The only alternative you have is to conserve your money and/or decrease expenses. 
The District faces this problem.  There is an increasing need to provide recycling opportunity.  We are well aware that the drop-off locations are often overflowing.  Adding service or more capacity adds expense to our troublesome budget.  Financially challenged residents may see our drop-off containers as an opportunity to dispose of unwanted items or household trash.  All this makes the location unsightly.
The District also wants to provide more programming for electronics disposal and household hazardous waste collection.  Many districts provide programs for rechargeable batteries, florescent lights, tires and composting.  We cannot.

The facts are that we run a “tight” office.  Staffing is minimal and each expenditure is scrutinized.  Additional programs will require a fee increase.  No one wishes to pay more for waste disposal.
Recently, the Ohio Senate denied the Ohio EPA an additional $1.00 per ton fee increase on solid waste because they didn’t want to place additional “tax” Ohio residents.  That sentiment is prevalent with our governing board.  There will have to be public support for the District to increase our fee (tax).  If we are to sustain, let alone expand our recycling opportunities, we will have to raise our fee within a few years.  Perhaps the economy will heal.

Another problem is that our municipalities and local governments are not taking a role in providing recycling opportunities.  Rather, this role has passed to the District.  A few local governments consider their own program to meet local needs as an improvement or convenience to their residents, but (so far) those considerations have been dismissed..  Curbside recycling can be practical to cities of 5,000 or more, but local communities in our area are generally unwilling to take this step.  Washington Court House and Greenfield are exploring the possibility of curbside.   
                   IMPROPER RECYCLING AND ABUSE CAUSE PROBLEMS

The RPHF Solid Waste Management District struggles to offer drop-off recycling opportunities to the 206,000 residents of our four counties.  This service is more convenient is some geographical areas of the District than others.  Like fire and law enforcement, generally rural areas are not served as well as urban populations.  That’s just part of rural living.  
The cost to provide the drop-off recycling is the largest line item expenditure in our budget.  The management of the program is challenging.  Factors including seasonal peaks, misuse, abuse and service schedules continue into the fourth year of the drop-off service.

Most frustrating is the abuse.  To our knowledge there has never been a container which has yielded proper recyclables.  This is particularly true at the more rural locations.  Often there is 60-70% of non-recyclable trash in a drop-off container.  This is despite the fact that the containers are labeled itemizing accepted materials.  Just because a material is recyclable elsewhere, doesn’t mean it can be recycled by our service provider.  So if a container that you use disappears, it is likely it was being heavily abused.   When the service provider, Rumpke, sends a garbage truck to empty containers, there is a problem.    

TRYING TO COLLECT THE MOST FOR THE MONEY
The District is currently undertaking a study to assess public use at rural versus urban locations.  The hypothesis is that urban containers serving the same number of residents will yield more and better quality recyclables than those in rural areas.  

One of the goals that all solid waste districts work to attain is a 25% residential and commercial waste reduction.  The Ross, Pickaway, Highland, Fayette Solid Waste Management District is currently at a demonstrated 19-20%.  This percentage is derived from annual surveys.  We appreciate those who complete this task.

It may be sound management to provide more recycling opportunities at areas with a higher population density than provide recycling access to rural residents.  For example, it is thought that adding an additional recycling drop-off location on the north side of Circleville will yield more and better quality materials than a container at Adelphi.  This is contrary to Ohio EPA wishes, but if the hypothesis is proven true, then OEPA may consider this sensible and a more cost effective change.  The proposal also does more to conserve natural resources by recycling more material and fuel to service the rural drop-off containers.  Rural recyclers travel to more urban areas for shopping and appointments, but nobody wants to change habits or give up convenience.
WATCH OUR WEBSITE
It is apparent that you have found the RPHF Solid Waste District website.  Although we do not spend a lot of time adding photos or changing the format, we do keep changes with the Abitibi and multi-material drop-off sites current.  We provide information about our special collection events and answer questions by e-mail.  Suggestions are welcome.

RESULTS OF THE MAY AND JUNE ELECTRONICS COLLECTION EVENTS
All of our counties recently conducted what has become an annual electronics collection event.  These events were planned to coincide with the recent Federal Communications Commission (FCC) conversion to high definition broadcasting.  The purpose given is making the old wavelength band available for other issues including national security.  Do you feel more safe?  
Ross County          (June 17)              31,319 pounds

Pickaway County  (June 20)              13,312 pounds

Highland County   (May 30)              21,167 pounds

Fayette County      (June 26/27)           8,462 pounds
We want residents to understand that it is very difficult and costly to recycle TVs and monitors because of the cathode ray tube (CRT), various metals, plastics and resins present in circuit boards and casings.  Landfilling CRTs releases lead which is known to be very hazardous to humans and animals.  Many of you know gasoline began a change to “unleaded” in the 1970s to minimize lead contamination.
Costs of transport and disassembly of TVs and monitors makes the process expensive.  This is the reason for the charges to accept them for recycling.  The District believes that under current economic conditions, those utilizing the service should bear the cost.  So when you want that new bigger TV, remember that is will likely cost you to get rid of the old model.  The good news is that the business of recycling electronics is new, growing and becoming more competitive.  Television manufacturers and distributors leave this problem to government.
